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Cross Country Skier

RANDY GEORGE has been skiing as long as he can 
remember. “I made my own skis when I was eight years old,” 
he says, looking out on Colorado’s Continental Divide from 
the porch of the lodge at Latigo Nordic Ranch. “I took two, 
two by fours and wet the tips.” With his bushy mustache, 
blue jeans and flannel shirt, he looks more cowboy than 
skier. And though he’s originally from the East Coast, the 
truth is, he’s both: A whole lot of both.

George, his wife Lisa and Jim and Kathie Yost have 
operated the ranch since they purchased the 475 acres in 
1987. The families take a very “hands-on” approach to 
managing the place, which includes a 60 km cross country 
trail network. The original 1928 guest ranch wasn’t set up 
for cross country skiing, but on his first winter in the high 
mountains, Randy discovered, as any ardent skier would, 
that the snowy expanse offered a great wonderland to 
explore via cross country or backcountry skis.

“The following winter after we opened the ranch we 
began grooming the trails and started with about 15 km,” 
Randy says. “Over the years it has just grown and grown.” 
He recalls the first winter at the ranch when he and a friend 
attempted to ski out to a rumored waterfall. The experience 

convinced him to build the trails. “We never did get to the 
waterfall, but we got close to the creek and could tell where 
it might be,” he says. “We looked out at the mountains in the 
distance and it was absolutely gorgeous. I know it quickened 
my pulse, not from the exercise, but from the beauty.”

Jim Yost spends the majority of his time in a 2010 
Prinoth BR 350 snow cat grooming the trails daily. 
Although Randy helps, the partners divide their time 
among the ranch chores. If one of the guests gets up early 
enough, Jim will take them along on the snow cat for early 
sunrise views and perhaps a wildlife sighting. Occasionally 
he sees moose on his rounds and before the snow gets too 
deep there’re usually elk. Out on the trails, skiers might 
catch a glimpse of snowshoe hare, fox, sometimes coyotes 
and perhaps even ermine or a pine marten.

A number of the cross country ski trails overlap the 
summer horseback trails, although Randy admits that 
horses can often handle far steeper terrain than can most 
cross country skiers. So there is some divergence between 
the summer and winter trail systems. And, with an 
average snowfall of 18 feet per year, backcountry skiers can 
traverse over 200 miles of untracked terrain. The ranch is 
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Rounding the Meadow Loop curve, cross country skiers 
head toward the Waterfall Trail. Gigi Ragland

High country and fresh 
groomers at Colorado’s 
Latigo Nordic Ranch
BY GIGI RAGLAND

We’re proud to welcome World Champion Jessie Diggins as a Swix athlete for 
the coming season. Find world-beating performance with  Swix poles and 
gloves at your local Swix dealer.

 Competition light  WINDSTOPPER gloves

 “The new Triac 2.5 has the best swing weight of 
any racing pole I have ever used.”

Jessie Diggins: Peru Vermont 8/22/16PH
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