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Cross Country Skier

surrounded on three sides by National 
Forest. The ranch has a special-use 
permit for self-guided backcountry ski 
tours in the Arapaho/Routt/Medicine 
Bow National Forests. Backcountry 
skiers, however, are on their own. 
Guided expeditions are not offered by 
the ranch. But if guests are interested in 
off-trail skiing, the ranch staff can offer 
advice and suggestions.

"For mountains, wilderness and 
more mountains, head up,” Randy 
suggests, where there are a variety of 
trails. “We’ve got about 400 feet of hill 
vertically above us,” Randy says. “You’ll 
be rewarded with some fabulous views.” 
The payoff: 360-degrees of Continental 
Divide high mountain views. There are 
23 groomed trails zig-zagging through 
all kinds of terrain. There’s even a 
“Waterfall Run” trail that takes you to 
the fabled falls Randy was on route to 
during his first winter at the ranch. But 
beware, it’s a gentle downhill drop 90 
percent of the way to the waterfall and 
just about all uphill on the return trip. It’s a short, sweet run 
for those that would like to get acclimated at 9,000 ft.

Rather than designate trails at an ability level such as 
beginner, intermediate or advanced, the ranch offers a trail 
map with good descriptions of each trail and requests that 
guests talk with them about concerns on ability to negotiate a 
specific trail. “We only have a few trails that I would classify as 
expert/difficult trails,” Randy says.

Trails are categorized by sections. In the High Route 
section, cross country skiers can explore “The Luge,” a guest 
favorite for those seeking a downhill thrill with plenty of 
turns through spruce and fir. “It’s a head down mile-and-
a-half downhill run that’s not super steep or windy,” Randy 
says. Within the Middle Trails section, the “Saddle View” 
trail is another favorite with guests. “It’s a beginner trail with 
wonderful views. You are in and out of the pines and aspens 
on that trail with great views of the Continental Divide in 
the distance and the mountains across the valley.” For those 

who would like to know more about the 
elevation profiles of some of the trails, 
they can walk into the ranch Social Club 
building and see a posting of detailed 
trail elevation information next to the 
hot tub room.

Ten log cabins dot the property 
around the main lodge where guests can 
ski right from their own front porch. 
Each western-styled timber-frame cabin 
has a pot-bellied woodstove or fireplace. 
A comfy sofa provides a good central 
spot to gather around the fire après.

The ranch accommodates up to 25 
people during the busiest times of the 
winter season, which tend to be the 
holidays starting with Christmas and 
New Year’s Eve. But typically there are 
no more than 10 to 12 guests at any one 
time, which means they hardly ever see 
other skiers on the trails. In effect, the 
ranch trails become your own private 
touring center.

As much as the Rocky Mountain 
landscape feeds the soul and spirit, the 

ranch does an excellent job of fueling the body. Breakfast, 
lunch and dinner tempt the hungry with healthy and creative 
fare from homemade baked goodies to delicious salads and 
roasted meats and fish. Even those with special diets will be 
pleased at the variety of foods planned especially for them. 
Gluten free? No problem. Vegan? Yup.

Gathering around the communal dining table at meals 
becomes a welcomed opportunity to meet those cabin 
neighbors rarely seen on the trails and share the day’s events. 
It’s also a time when the owners like to sit down, visit and dine 
with the guests. Jim and Kathie try to sit down with guests 
each evening to share tips and swap ski stories. Randy and Lisa 
are captains of the kitchen, cooking up the food and usually 
serving it, too. They can be found at the buffet line most nights 
chatting it up with guests while filling their plates.

“We have a lot of fun that way,” Randy says. “We thrive on 
helping people enjoy this place and enjoy one another. The only 
way that works is to be here. We enjoy that a lot.” d
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THE DETAILS
LATIGOTRAILS.COM

LOCATION: Latigo Ranch is located 
near the town of Kremmling 
in northwestern Colorado.

MEMBER: Colorado Cross Country 
Ski Association and the Cross 
Country Ski Areas Association.

SEASON: Middle of December 
to the end of March.

Daily winter rates include cabin 
accommodations, three meals served 
in the lodge, use of hot tub and 
recreation hall, use of groomed cross 
country ski & snowshoe trails and XC 
skiing lessons, gratuities and taxes.

EQUIPMENT: Classic skis, boots 
and poles are available to rent as 
well as snowshoes and pulks.

DAY SKI: Rates are available 
for day skiing and a meal. Call 
beforehand to reserve.

INSTRUCTION: Cross country 
introductory lessons and 
Telemark lessons are available. 
Call beforehand to reserve.

 [Left] Jumper Flats Trail. Photo Courtesy Latigo Ranch. [Right] Cruising, comfort and calories. Matt Payne

The choice is yours.  Salomon offers skiers a choice of boots and bindings for 
skating and classic skiing based on their personal preference – more control 

(SNS), or more snow feel (Prolink). 

DON’T STAND STILL,
OUTPLAY YOUR LIMITS

(SNS), or more snow feel (Prolink). 
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